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sCHeDULe oF eVeNts
sunday, February 14, 2016

Informational Hearing on Proposed Resolutions and Budget
3 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Julliard Complex, 5th Floor

Monday, February 15, 2016
Opening General Session for All Offi cers

8:45 a.m.
Broadway Ballroom, 6th Floor

Andrea Nilon, President, Association of Towns, Presiding
Pledge to the Flag: Ms. Linda Nilon, Clerk to the Building Inspector, Town of Hamptonburgh

Invocation: James Loeb, Town Attorney, Town of Cornwall
God Bless America: Ms. Alcina L. Goosby

Featuring: Honorable Thomas P. DiNapoli, New York State Comptroller
Matthew J. Driscoll, New York State Department of Transportation Commissioner

Tuesday, February 16, 2016
Breakfast with the Association

Seating starts at 7:30 a.m.
Broadway Ballroom, 6th Floor

Andrea Nilon, President, Association of Towns, Presiding
Pledge to the Flag: Mr. Dennis Ketcham, IAO Assessor, Towns of Montgomery, 

Mount Hope and Forestburgh, President, New York State Assessors Association
Invocation: James Loeb, Town Attorney, Town of Cornwall

National Anthem: Ms. Alcina L. Goosby
Featuring: Honorable Charles E. Schumer, United States Senator

Wednesday, February 17, 2016
Annual Business Meeting

8 a.m.
Astor Ballroom, 7th Floor 

(Participation by Accredited Delegates/Alternates of Member Towns)

 

        

 

ACCESS THE APP: 
eventmobi.com/nytowns2016
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Monday Sessions
Municipal Review of Religious Projects*

• Attorney Track

Terresa M. Bakner, Partner and Robert S. Rosborough IV, 
Associate, Whiteman Osterman & Hanna LLP

10:00 – 10:50 a.m., Astor Ballroom, 7th fl oor

The presentation will focus on the municipal review of 
religious projects and the special requirements that apply 
to such projects under New York State and federal laws. 
Case law imposing and interpreting these requirements 
will be covered in depth with a particular focus on recent 
cases involving challenges by religious institutions to land 
use decisions by planning boards and ZBAs. Methods 
for ensuring that boards accommodate religious uses as 
required by state and federal statutes and past judicial 
decisions will also be discussed.   

*This session is eligible for Certifi ed Town 
Offi cial credit in the Attorney/Legal Issues area.

Foundations of Information Technology Security for 
New York State Municipalities: Part 1

Bob Ash, President, and Jon Petticoffer, Vice President/
Service Manager, Pyramid Business Systems, Inc.

10:30 – 11:20 a.m., Imperial/Julliard rooms, 5th fl oor

Every municipality has a wide variety of records that 
contain protected personal information. State and federal 
laws mandate that entities protect this personal data 
from unauthorized access, theft or cyber-attack. If your 
municipality suffers an unauthorized breach of confi dential 
and/or sensitive data, you could incur costs, damages 
and added scrutiny. This presentation will cover municipal 
IT and cyber security concerns and raise awareness of 
computer systems’ vulnerabilities and the risks they 
pose to your municipality. We will discuss industry best 
practices for data breach avoidance. This seminar will 
prepare you for a potential audit by the New York State 
Comptroller’s Offi ce as well as a NYMIR cyber coverage 
interview for cyber insurance eligibility.

Energy Procurement 101: Electricity

Bill Kyle, Vice President, National Accounts, Pro-Star 
Energy Services

10:30 – 11:20 a.m., Belasco/Broadhurst rooms, 5th fl oor

This presentation will focus on the basics of deregulated 
electricity procurement in the New York marketplace. 
Attendees will learn about all of the components that 

make up electric prices and which of these affect the total 
cost. You will also hear about the various ways you can 
obtain electric pricing, the advantages and drawbacks of 
each, the different product types that are available and 
things to consider when signing an energy agreement. The 
presenter will also share valuable market information that 
will provide guidance and insight on the timing of your 
next energy deal. In addition, you will receive an update 
on the Municipal Energy Program, an energy purchasing 
cooperative, offi cially endorsed by the Association of 
Towns of New York State and managed by Pro-Star Energy 
Services.

Financial Condition Analysis

Staff, Local Offi cial Training Unit, Division of Local 
Government and School Accountability, Offi ce of the State 
Comptroller

10:30 – 11:20 a.m., Alvin/Carnegie rooms, 5th Floor

We will discuss the use of town fi nancial reports, results 
of operations and fi nancial trend analysis to effectively 
determine and monitor your own fi nancial condition. 
We will also cover some of the key determining factors 
associated with OSC’s Fiscal Stress Monitoring System 
(FSMS) and will explain how knowing and monitoring 
your fi nancial condition can help prepare you for receiving 
and understanding your FSMS score.

Drones on the Horizon: An Update on New York’s 
Proposed Regulation of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles

Joseph M. Hanna, Partner, and Dennis P. Glascott, Partner, 
Goldberg Segalla LLP

10:30 – 11:20 a.m., Booth/Edison rooms, 5th fl oor

Some estimate that the domestic market for unmanned 
aerial vehicles (UAVs) — better known as drones — 
will surge to more than $13 billion by 2018. But is New 
York ready for this game-changing technology? The 
commercialization of drones has spawned a seemingly 
endless array of potential business and other applications, 
but it has also sparked legislative debates about the 
pros and cons of drone usage nationally, particularly in 
relation to privacy concerns. More than 15 states have 
so far enacted UAV legislation, and New York is one of 
several with bills in the pipeline. This course will provide 
an overview of the current regulatory landscape and 
domestic drone usage and an examination of how other 
states have attempted to strike the right balance between 
privacy and benefi cial UAV usage. Through an exploration 



Association of Towns • 12

Monday Sessions
of how those laws compare to the UAV bills currently 
pending in New York – complete with case studies and 
concrete examples highlighting the implications of drone 
usage – this course will offer practical insight on the 
potential local business and municipal liability impacts of 
New York’s proposed UAV legislation, along with some 
suggestions on how New York might improve its proposed 
policies.

Working Together for a Better New York: A 
Conversation with the Conference of Mayors, 
Association of Counties and Association of 
Towns

Peter A. Baynes, Executive Director, New York 
Conference of Mayors; Gerald K. Geist, Executive Director, 
Association of Towns of the State of New York; and Mark 
LaVigne, Deputy Director, New York State Association of 
Counties

10:30 – 11:20 a.m., Shubert Complex, 6th floor

Join the three statewide local government groups for a 
panel discussion on working together for a better New 
York, the 2016 state budget and the current state of affairs 
affecting local governments. 

Site Plan Review: Process, Procedure and Practical 
Application*

• Land Use Track

Corey Auerbach, Associate, and Andrew J. Leja, Partner, 
Barclay Damon LLC

10:30 – 11:20 a.m., Majestic Complex, 6th floor

The general purposes of adopting standards and 
procedures for site plan review and approval are to: (1) 
ensure that individual site development does not affect 
surrounding properties negatively and (2) promote 
community development in an orderly and cost-effective 
fashion. While local practice in governing site plan 
development varies widely, the underlying procedures are 
generally universal. This session will discuss what you can, 
should and must be doing for a bulletproof decision.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Planning and Zoning area.

Hot Topics in Property Tax Collection*

• Tax Collecting Officers Track

Katie Hodgdon, Associate Counsel, Association of Towns 
of the State of New York

10:30 – 11:20 a.m., Harlem Room, 7th floor

The tax collecting cycle often produces questions that 
seemingly have no answer. This session will discuss some 
of the more interesting situations that have arisen in 
collecting offices throughout the state over the past year, 
including personal liability with counterfeit money, interest 
fees in school tax collection and bad check issues, as well 
as the conflict between the practical application of the law 
and what really happens.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Tax Collector/Receiver of 
Taxes area.

Fraud Detection and Prevention

• Town Clerks Track

Susan O’Rorke, Vice President, Wright Risk Management 
and Kevin Crawford, Executive Director, New York 
Municipal Insurance Reciprocal (NYMIR)

10:30 – 11:20 a.m., Empire Complex, 7th floor

This session will discuss various types of municipal fraud 
and embezzlement schemes that continue to occur. Best 
practices will be shared to help prevent and minimize 
the exposure to these types of risks. There will also be a 
review of insurance coverage that is available for towns 
to meet their legal requirements and protect their assets. 
While slated in the town clerks’ track, this session contains 
information that will be of interest to all town officials.

Compost Best Management Practices in Green 
Infrastructure

• Engineering Track

Britt Faucette, Ph.D., CPESC, LEED AP, Filtrexx International

10:30 – 11:20 a.m., Duffy/Columbia rooms, 7th floor

The seminar will cover substantial threats to receiving 
surface waters of urban storm water runoff across North 
America. Green infrastructure, low-impact development, 
green building ordinances, National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System storm water permit compliance, and 
total maximum daily load implementation strategies 
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have become national priorities; however, watershed 
professionals need more sustainable, low-cost solutions 
to meet these goals and guidelines. Building on concepts 
of biomimicry, natural capital restoration and ecosystem 
service enhancement, attendees will learn how compost-
based stormwater best management practices use 
natural processes to achieve high performance results in 
stormwater volume reduction, pollution prevention and 
biofiltration. Attendees will learn how compost is being 
used in a variety of stormwater management applications 
– including green infrastructure, how it performs relative 
to conventional practices and why design and watershed 
professionals are choosing compost to meet their goals.

Sale of Town Property 101 

• Attorney Track

James R. Loeb, Partner, Drake Loeb, PLLC

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Astor Ballroom, 7th floor

This is a “how to” session on the sale of town and special 
district personal and real property. The course will cover 
the statutes, some comptroller opinions and an interesting 
town example. Our old friend, the public trust doctrine 
comes up again, but here under the guise of the public use 
doctrine. If your town is evaluating its options related to 
personal and real property, the Association suggests that 
supervisors and town board members consider attending 
this session.

Foundations of Information Technology Security for 
New York State Municipalities: Part 2

Bob Ash, President and Jon Petticoffer, Vice President/
Service Manager, Pyramid Business Systems, Inc.

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Imperial/Julliard rooms, 5th floor

Every municipality has a wide variety of records that 
contain protected personal information. State and federal 
laws mandate that entities protect this personal data 
from unauthorized access, theft or cyber-attack. If your 
municipality suffers an unauthorized breach of confidential 
and/or sensitive data, you could incur costs, damages 
and added scrutiny. This presentation will cover municipal 
IT and cyber security concerns and raise awareness of 
computer systems’ vulnerabilities and the risks they 
pose to your municipality. We will discuss industry 
best practices for data breach avoidance. This seminar 
will prepare you for an audit by the New York State 
Comptroller’s Office as well as a NYMIR cyber coverage 

interview for cyber insurance eligibility.

Human Resources Hot Buttons: Most Important 
Personnel Policies You’ll Ever Need*

Ronni M. Travers, SPHR, President, Public Sector HR 
Consultants LLC

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Belasco/Broadhurst rooms, 5th 
floor

Topics will include pre-employment background 
screening, time and attendance policies, drug and alcohol 
use in the workplace, harassment in the workplace, 
overtime and compensatory time, leave policies, computer 
and cell phone usage policies and use of vehicles and 
equipment.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Supervisor/Finance & 
Personnel Issues area.

Overview of the Accounting Process

Staff, Local Official Training Unit, Division of Local 
Government and School Accountability, Office of the State 
Comptroller

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Alvin/Carnegie rooms, 5th floor

This session is designed to familiarize officials with 
Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) 
and the accounting process for municipalities. It will 
cover the Uniform Accounting System and financial 
reporting requirements for towns. It will also address 
various publications and resources available from the 
comptroller’s office to assist fiscal officers with their 
responsibilities.

Am I Ready for a Grant?

Jim Thatcher, C.T. Male Associates

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Booth/Edison rooms, 5th floor

This fundamental session will cover the prerequisites 
towns need to consider in order to be ready to apply 
for funding for their desired projects and ultimately to 
be successful in getting a grant award. Tips for project 
planning, staffing, volunteer recruitment, funding 
identification and financing options and setting reasonable 
expectations regarding project budgets and schedules will 
be discussed to give communities a framework for being 
prepared to seek grants as part of an overall revitalization 
strategy.
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Street Lighting Strategies: Reduce Utility Costs 
with Energy-Efficient Lighting

Scott Goodwill, Energy Division Manager, C.T. Male 
Associates D.P.C.; Michael T. Caton, Partner, Computel 
Consultants; and Thomas Augostini, Deputy Supervisor, 
Town of Union (Broome County)

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Shubert Complex, 6th floor

This session is a panel discussion that will begin with an 
overview of street lighting: how it’s billed, the importance 
of a street light audit, how an audit can help finance 
system upgrades and issues unique to the different electric 
utilities operating in New York State. The discussion will 
then move to determining qualified candidates for a street 
light analysis project, costs and funding mechanisms, 
determining returns on investment and what would be an 
interested municipality’s next step. Finally, there will be a 
discussion on the basics of the recently enacted Streetlight 
Replacement and Savings Act.

Comprehensive Plans and Your Bottom Line*

• Land Use Track

Peter Blandino, Senior Planning Associate; Diana Smith, 
Director of Municipal Services Division; and Connie 
Sowards, Project Manager, Municipal Services, MRB 
Group

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Majestic Complex, 6th floor

In an era where cost-cutting and shared services are 
highly touted, local governments are tempted to set 
aside planning efforts as non-essential. This session 
links comprehensive plans with economic development, 
sustainability and strengthening the efficiency of local 
government. It will focus on the financial benefits of 
planning with hard examples, tools and some unique 
approaches to making planning more affordable.  

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Planning and Zoning area.

Experiences and Strategies for Dealing with 
an Unpredictable Public

• Tax Collecting Officers Track

Lori Milne, Tax Collector, Town of Skaneateles

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Harlem Room, 7th floor

This session will be a discussion on the real world of tax 

collection. Rather than the law or legal issues, this class 
will explore attendee experience with and strategies 
for dealing with: soreheads, getting paid with pennies, 
getting your cash to the bank, etc. New and experienced 
collectors/receivers alike should consider this session.

What the Auditors Look for in Meeting Minutes*

• Town Clerks Track

Staff, Local Official Training Unit, Division of Local 
Government and School Accountability, Office of the State 
Comptroller

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Empire Complex, 7th floor

When your town is contacted by the Office of the State 
Comptroller to conduct an audit, one of the first pieces of 
information they request is access to the board minutes. 
Have you ever wondered what they were looking for? 
Have you ever wondered if they were analyzing the clerk’s 
minute-taking abilities? Attend this session and find out 
from the auditors themselves. Find out how the minutes 
you take might just set the tone for the entire audit.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Town Clerk area.

Capital Improvement without System Shutdown

• Engineering Track

Brett Hanes, TEAM Industrial Services

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Duffy/Columbia rooms, 7th floor

This presentation will inform attendees of the alternative 
methods to water system shutdown during the normal 
and emergency repair or replacement of common water 
works items.

Free Speech Rights of Public Employees: Part 1*

• Attorney Track

Thomas A. Schweitzer, Professor, Touro Law School

1:00 – 1:50 p.m., Astor Ballroom, 7th floor

This class will explore how the recent Supreme Court 
decision of Lane v. Franks clarified public employees’ free 
speech rights and government employees’ freedom of 
speech in general.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Attorney/Legal Issues area.
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Free Speech Rights of Public Employees: Part 2*

• Attorney Track

Thomas A. Schweitzer, Professor, Touro Law School

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Astor Ballroom, 7th floor

This class will explore how the recent Supreme Court 
decision of Lane v. Franks clarified public employees’ free 
speech rights and government employees’ freedom of 
speech in general.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Attorney/Legal Issues area.

Protecting Your Community’s Largest Capital 
Investment – Water

Patricia Cerro-Reehil, Executive Director, New York Water 
Environment Association

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Imperial/Julliard rooms, 5th Floor

Learn what your community can do to promote 
environmental stewardship and help raise awareness 
about the value and importance of water. The results of the 
“Operator of the Future Survey” will be covered during the 
presentation. 

The Real Cost of Roads*

David Orr, P.E., Director, Cornell Local Roads Program

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Belasco/Broadhurst rooms, 5th floor

We tend to look at the cost of maintaining roads separately 
from the cost of driving on them. During this session, 
David will provide information on the cost of highways 
for the municipality and the users, as well as the 
consequences of rough highways.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Superintendent of 
Highways area.

Accounting for Indebtedness*

Staff, Local Official Training Unit, Division of Local 
Government and School Accountability, Office of the State 
Comptroller

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Alvin/Carnegie rooms, 5th floor

This session will provide an overview of a variety of 
borrowing options, including bonds; bond anticipation 

notes; revenue anticipation notes; tax anticipation notes; 
budget notes; and installment purchase contracts. We will 
discuss how these instruments are properly accounted for 
and how they should be reported in the Annual Update 
Document filed with OSC.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Supervisor/Finance & 
Personnel Issues area.

Retirement System Update

Staff, New York State and Local Retirement System, Office 
of the State Comptroller

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Booth/Edison rooms, 5th floor

A representative of the New York State and Local 
Retirement System will update you on employer 
contribution rates and provide information regarding the 
system that may impact municipal employers.

Petroleum Bulk Storage for Town Boards and 
Supervisors

Toni Hokanson, Director of Marketing and Training and 
former Supervisor, Town of New Paltz; Paul Bany, Vice 
President, Licensed Class A & B Operator; Lou Mastro, 
Director of Environmental Consultants; and Gene O’Neil, 
President, C2G Environmental Consultants

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Shubert Complex, 6th floor

When it comes to Petroleum Bulk Storage, what you don’t 
know could hurt you. This course will cover the basics 
of the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation’s requirements for storage tanks containing 
petroleum-based products on town property; when 
a permit is required; an overview of management 
requirements; and the fines associated with non-
compliance. Learn about the changes that were adopted 
September 2015, compliance deadlines and how this will 
affect the town budget for the fiscal year 2017.
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Secret Agents: How to Use Surveillance to 
Control Your Workers’ Compensation Costs 

Eric Hartcorn, Program Manager, New York State 
Municipal Workers’ Compensation Alliance and Wright 
Risk Management and Robert Gordon, Surveillance 
Supervisor, Daniel J. Hannon & Associates, Inc.

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Majestic Complex, 6th floor

One of the most valuable tools an employer has to control 
the cost of an exaggerated or even fraudulent workers’ 
compensation claim is surveillance. While surveillance 
is typically performed by contractors hired by your 
insurer, assistance from the employer is essential to 
successfully dispute the extent or existence of an injury. 
This session will train municipal officials on the methods 
and equipment utilized by investigators and how they can 
work with the investigators to control the ultimate costs of 
the claim.   

New Legislation and Pending Real Property 
Tax Legal Issues*

• Tax Collecting Officers Track

Joseph Gerberg, Counsel, and Hannelore (Lori) Smith, 
Senior Attorney, Department of Taxation & Finance; and 
Katie Hodgdon, Associate Counsel, Association of Towns 
of the State of New York

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Harlem Room, 7th floor

A comprehensive review of legislation enacted in 2015 that 
affects tax collecting officers, as well as a look at what the 
Legislature has in store for 2016. Following the legislative 
update, the panel will take questions.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Tax Collector/Receiver of 
Taxes area.

Venus, Mars and Pluto: Where DO Elected 
Officials Come From?

• Town Clerks Track

Peter Blandino, Senior Planning Associate, Diana Smith, 
Director of Municipal Services Division, and Connie 
Sowards, Project Manager, Municipal Services, MRB 
Group

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Empire Complex, 7th floor

Having lived on both sides of the equation, three former 

elected officials (who now serve elected officials) give 
pointers for understanding many of the motivations, fears, 
dilemmas and objectives that drive community leaders. 
When public servants are struggling to make a difference, 
it takes a strong and communicative support team of 
smart people (like you!) to make good things happen. Take 
home some tools – and hopefully a better understanding 
of your board.

Ethical Responsibility and Legal Liability in 
Engineering Design Resulting from Failure to 
Predict Natural Disasters*

• Engineering Track

Ashraf M. Ghaly, Professor, Ph.D., P.E., F.ASCE, Union 
College 

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Duffy/Columbia rooms, 7th floor

Natural disasters such as earthquakes, floods, tornados 
and hurricanes are occurrences that cannot be stopped. To 
minimize the loss of life and damage to property, weather 
forecasters use many tools to predict the probability 
of such events to evacuate people out of harm’s way. 
Predicting the exact time, location and intensity of an 
earthquake, for example, is impossible. In 2012, Italian 
scientists were convicted of manslaughter for failing 
to predict the 2009 L’Aquila (Italy) earthquake. This 
presentation discusses the question, “Could engineers be 
held liable for failure to incorporate natural disasters into 
their design?”

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Engineer area.

SEQRA and Land Use Case Law Update

• Attorney Track

Charles W. Malcomb, Senior Associate, Hodgson Russ LLP

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Astor Ballroom, 7th floor

This presentation will cover SEQRA and land use cases 
decided during the previous year.  Noteworthy cases will 
be reviewed and discussed with an emphasis on practice 
pointers and lessons to be learned. 
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Cemeteries May Be Taxing on Local Government: 
Practical Knowledge for Dealing with Cemetery 
Abandonment in the Age of the Tax Cap

David F. Fleming, Jr., Cemetery Regulation, Operations 
and Abandonment Consultant, Featherstonhaugh, Wiley 
& Clyne, LLP and Supervisor, Town of Nassau (Rensselaer 
County)

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Imperial/Julliard rooms, 5th floor

Many town boards have had constituents approach 
them about failing or abandoned burial grounds in 
their communities. Have you recently taken over an 
abandoned cemetery? Did you know that New York’s 
underfunded cemeteries are failing at an accelerating rate 
and that towns are required to take over their operation 
and maintenance? Did you also know that there may be 
funds available to your town to assist in this effort? You 
may even be able to prevent cemetery abandonment in 
your community by taking a few painless steps. Sharing 
real world experiences of towns across New York and 
the constraints of the tax cap, this session will look at the 
potential pitfalls and solutions of dealing with cemetery 
abandonment for local government.
 

Understanding the Highway Budget*

David Orr, P.E., Director, Cornell Local Roads Program

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Belasco/Broadhurst rooms, 5th floor

In more than three-quarters of New York’s 932 towns, the 
largest town department is the highway department.  With 
budgets tighter than ever, understanding this unique 
department is critical. During this session, David will 
provide some insights from the new Cornell Local Roads 
Program workshop Managing the Highway Department, 
which can help boards both understand the budget and 
develop one that serves the needs of the community.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Superintendent of 
Highways area.

Developing an Effective Fund Balance Policy*

Staff, Local Official Training Unit, Division of Local 
Government and School Accountability, Office of the State 
Comptroller

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Alvin/Carnegie rooms, 5th floor

Fund balance is an important element of a municipality’s 
financial condition. This session will explain the 

components of fund balance, factors to consider when 
determining a reasonable amount of fund balance, and the 
need for an effective fund balance policy.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Supervisor/Finance & 
Personnel Issues area.

Fiscal Stress and Creative Local Response

Mildred E. Warner, Professor, City and Regional Planning, 
and Yunji Kim, PhD Candidate, Cornell University

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Booth/Edison rooms, 5th floor

Since the Great Recession, local governments around the 
nation are practicing fiscal austerity. In New York State, 
local governments face added stress due to declining state 
aid, increasing unfunded state mandates and a stifling tax 
cap. This session will present Cornell University research 
on the economic impact of the tax cap on New York 
State’s regions. We will present results of focus groups 
held throughout the state in the fall of 2015. New York’s 
towns face fiscal, demographic and economic stress, and 
while towns are taking the lead in innovation with shared 
services, they need a supportive state partner. This session 
will outline the challenges and opportunities for effective 
local government reform.

Transparency and Accessibility: Making Local 
Governments More Efficient

Dan Foster, General Manager, CMS, and LoriAnn Shura, 
Account Manager, Codification, General Code

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Shubert Complex, 6th floor

Towns and local governments face many challenges 
today. You must meet state and county regulations, be 
responsive to your constituents and other stakeholders 
and be fiscally responsible. There is an increasing 
push to adapt 21st century technology. Today’s latest 
software solutions can help you drastically improve 
transparency and accessibility issues while saving 
money. Process automation can aid with FOIL requests, 
contract management, human resources processes and 
compliance tracking, to name just a few. You will learn 
about the latest in best practices and find out what other 
towns and local governments are doing with technology 
to save money and be more efficient.
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Better Safe than Sorry: Mandated Safety 
Training in New York State

Laurie Noonan, Manager of Risk Control Services 
and Jay Lewandowski, Senior Risk Control Specialist, New 
York State Municipal Workers’ Compensation Alliance

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Majestic Complex, 6th floor

Providing a safe workplace for municipal employees is not 
simply a recommended practice; it is mandated by both 
the federal and state governments. Will you be ready when 
PESH shows up to inspect your workplace? This program 
will introduce local officials to the various federally and 
state-mandated safety trainings and programs for which 
each local government is responsible. 

Understanding Tax Service*

• Tax Collecting Officers Track

Kathy Bishop, Local Government Solutions Specialist, Tax 
Services Division, CoreLogic and Kelly Renfrow, Client 
Service Consultant, Wells Fargo

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Harlem Room, 7th floor

This session will discuss the requirements for processing 
escrow accounts through a Tax Service Organization (TSO) 
including what a TSO needs from the tax office to process 
your information; how we process your information; what 
happens when you send your bills and files to the TSO; 
how we process payments from our banks and mortgage 
companies; and how payments are and can be returned to 
you. We will also discuss bill request/coding process, tax 
amount reporting process, payment processing and tax 
payment status reporting. Q&A session will follow.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Tax Collector/Receiver of 
Taxes area.

E-Mail Essentials: Managing E-mail through the 
Records Lifecycle, Part 1

• Town Clerks Track

Lorraine Hill, Regional Advisory Officer for the Metro-Long 
Island Region, New York State Archives

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Empire Complex, 7th floor

E-mail messages can be official records when created 
or received in the transaction of public business. This 
workshop will discuss how to identify e-mails that are 
records; identify the retention period for e-mail records; 

file, maintain and preserve e-mails; solve e-mail security 
issues; and develop an e-mail policy covering the 
management and acceptable use of e-mail. This session is 
for all town officials who send or receive e-mail related to 
town business.

Getting Stormwater Permits and Submitting 
Reports to NYSDEC Online

• Engineering Track

Robert Wither, Chief, State Pollution Discharge Elimination 
System (SPDES) Compliance Information Section, New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Duffy/Columbia rooms, 7th floor

NYSDEC has developed new online systems to process 
construction stormwater permit and other types of 
stormwater permit applications. A similar system 
has also been developed with federal EPA to submit 
State Pollution Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) 
compliance data using electronic Discharge Monitoring 
Reports. This presentation will inform the audience how to 
conduct business with the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation over the Internet for permits 
and compliance reporting.

The “Perks” of Public Office: Ethical 
Considerations for Gifts, Giving and Use of 
Municipal Property

• Attorney Track

Sarah Brancatella, Associate Counsel, Association of 
Towns of the State of New York

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Astor Ballroom, 7th floor

Town officers may, most unwittingly, find themselves in a 
sticky situation when it comes to gifts and donations. This 
course reviews the parameters set forth in law and various 
agency opinions and reviews ethical considerations for 
when a public officer may receive a gift under General 
Municipal Law, when a municipality may act as a giver 
and when the use of municipal property by a public officer 
runs afoul of the New York State Constitution.  
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Protecting Your Assets: Trees under Fire

Mary Kramarchyk, Program Manager for Urban Forestry, 
Division of Lands and Forests, New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Imperial/Julliard rooms, 5th floor

This session will discuss a host of topics, including grant 
opportunities, utility pruning, resources for replanting 
and maintenance and the new Asian long-horned beetle 
infestation, which can impact ash, birch, buckeye, elm, 
maple, poplar, Sorbus, sycamore and willow trees.

Everything You Always Wanted to Know (But 
Were Afraid to Ask) about the Assessment 
Process* 

Patrick Duffy, IAO, Assessor, Town of Manlius, Executive 
Director, NYSAA and Andrea Nilon, FIAO, Assessor, Town 
of Hamptonburgh 

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Belasco/Broadhurst rooms, 5th floor

Although the property tax is the primary funding 
source for towns, the assessment process is frequently 
misunderstood and sometimes altogether avoided by 
town officials. Learn more with a panel of experienced 
professionals in the field.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Assessor/RPT Issues area.

Establishing and Accounting for Reserves

Staff, Local Official Training Unit, Division of Local 
Government and School Accountability, Office of the State 
Comptroller

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Alvin/Carnegie rooms, 5th floor

Properly established reserves can provide many 
benefits to towns. This session will assist local officials in 
understanding the purpose, benefits and proper use of 
reserves. We will discuss several commonly used reserves, 
the distinction between accounting and legal reserves and 
the accounting treatment for reserves.

Energy Conservation and Renewable Energy 
Strategies for Towns 

Barbara Johnston, AICP, LEED AP ND, Senior 
Planner, LaBella Associates 

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Booth/Edison rooms, 5th floor

Reducing energy use and increasing renewable energy 
generation can reduce costs, increase resiliency of utility 
infrastructure, encourage “green” economic development 
and respond to constituents’ priorities. Designed to give 
town officials a fundamental understanding of energy 
planning, this course will: explain the terminology and 
methods used to measure and monitor energy use 
by type (e.g., gasoline, diesel, electricity, natural gas, 
propane) and end use (e.g., buildings, vehicles, outdoor 
lighting); describe practical approaches to reduce energy 
use and costs and to encourage additional renewable 
energy generation, both in municipal functions and 
throughout the town; and identify organizations and 
funding sources that can help town governments plan and 
implement energy conservation and renewable energy 
strategies. Case studies will demonstrate how several 
upstate municipalities have documented energy use, 
both in municipal operations and community-wide and 
developed achievable strategies for energy reduction and 
sustainability.

Managing Public Comment

Denny Powers, Supervisor, Town of Elma; Ed 
Theobald, Supervisor, Town of Manlius; and Lori Mithen-
DeMasi, Counsel, Association of Towns of the State of New 
York

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Shubert Complex, 6th floor

Many town boards provide an opportunity for constituents 
to address the town board. This session will discuss the 
legal requirements that need to be followed as well as tips 
from seasoned town supervisors for how to manage the 
public comment portions of your town board meetings.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Board Member/Legislation 
and Policy area.



Association of Towns • 20

Monday Sessions
Roundtable: Exiting County Workers’ Comp 
Self-Insured Plans

Kenneth Eisnor, Supervisor, Town of 
Westmoreland and Loren Pratt, Vice President of 
Marketing, New York State Municipal Workers’ 
Compensation Alliance

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Majestic Complex, 6th floor

A majority of towns participate in county self-insurance 
programs to insure their workers’ compensation benefits. 
Yet many officials do not understand how these plans 
work or what options are available to them. Led by a town 
supervisor who undertook the challenge of understanding 
the differences in workers’ compensation programs, this 
session will explain different ways to provide workers’ 
compensation coverage for town employees and provide 
municipal officials with what they need to know when 
considering leaving a county self-insured plan.

ATC Taxes: Who We Are and What We Do

• Tax Collecting Officers Track

Kevin Allen, President, ATC Taxes, Inc.

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Harlem Room, 7th Floor

Join us for an introduction to the people and software 
of ATC Taxes. There will be a discussion about accepting 
credit card payments. A demonstration of new tax 
collection software is planned!

E-Mail Essentials: Managing E-mail through the 
Records Lifecycle, Part 2

• Town Clerks Track

Lorraine Hill, Regional Advisory Officer for the Metro-Long 
Island Region, New York State Archives

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Empire Complex, 7th Floor

E-mail messages can be official records when created 
or received in the transaction of public business. The 
workshop will discuss how to: identify e-mails that are 
records; identify the retention period for e-mail records; 
file, maintain and preserve e-mails; solve e-mail security 
issues; and develop an e-mail policy covering the 
management and acceptable use of e-mail. This session is 
for all town officials who send or receive e-mail related to 
town business.

Planning for the New(est) Definition of 
Federal Waters of the United States*

• Engineering Track

Terresa Bakner, Esq., Whiteman, Osterman and Hanna 
and Barbara B. Beall, PWS; Director of Natural Resource 
Services, The Chazen Companies

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Duffy/Columbia rooms, 7th floor

On May 29, 2015, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers published 
a new regulation defining Waters of the United States 
(WOTUS) in the Federal Register, to go into effect Aug. 28, 
2015. However, the proposal was significantly different 
than the original Public Notice on these regulations 
from the summer/fall of 2014. The regulation did go into 
effect on Aug. 28, 2015, but on Oct. 9, 2015 was stayed 
nationally in the federal courts, resulting in the May 2007 
definition being reinstated. Then, in December, the United 
States Supreme Court agreed to hear an appeal by the 
Corps about whether federal courts have the right to 
review jurisdictional determinations made by the Corps 
establishing a water body as being subject to regulation 
under the Clean Water Act. 
This seminar will review and compare the 2007 and 2015 
definitions of WOTUS and how those definitions impact 
delineations and determinations. The seminar will describe 
the status of the definition within the federal courts. 
Finally, this seminar will discuss steps municipalities 
can take to protect their own projects and those projects 
they are reviewing from potential changes in the WOTUS 
definition.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Engineer area.
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Becoming an EPA’s Water$ense Partner Just 
Makes Sense

Janice Whitney, Esq., Clean Water Division, State 
Revolving Fund, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

10:00 – 10:50 a.m., Imperial/Julliard rooms, 5th floor

Despite the availability of adequate water and the 
associated infrastructure, states like New York face 
numerous challenges. Water and wastewater utilities 
anticipate needing billions of dollars just to maintain 
infrastructure to keep up with the ever-increasing 
demands to collect, treat and distribute drinking 
water, wastewater and stormwater.  EPA’s Water$ense 
water efficiency program can be part of your solution 
to improve your bottom line; stretch limited water 
supplies; reduce or delay the need to develop new 
water supplies and build new wastewater treatment 
facilities; save energy used to pump, heat and treat 
water; provide a competitive edge for businesses as 
water quality regulations become stricter and the cost 
of water increases; and engage consumers through 
education and outreach campaigns to take part in 
conserving and using water efficiently, both inside their 
homes and in the outdoors.
On average, these savings can offset about 30 percent 
of protected drinking water resources and decrease 
the need to withdraw ground or surface water supplies 
for municipal or industrial demands, minimize water 
pollution by decreasing the amount of runoff from 
landscaping and irrigation practices and mitigate the 
effects of drought. Come learn how the Water$ense 
program can reduce your water and wastewater 
infrastructure costs, create economic, environmental 
and health benefits for consumers and conserve water 
resources for future generations.

Broadband for Everyone through Partnerships

Lynne M. Johnson, Orleans County Legislator and 
David E. Godfrey, Niagara County Legislator

10:00 – 10:50 a.m., Belasco/Broadhurst rooms, 5th floor

The 2015-16 enacted State Budget included a new 
$500 million allocation for the New NY Broadband 
Program, designed to ensure every New Yorker has 
access to affordable, high-speed broadband services in 
urban and rural communities and recognize the value 
of working together across communities, counties 
and regions to achieve success. Join us as we hear 
from elected county officials on their latest efforts to 

engage local governments, private-sector partners and 
community institutions to deploy universal broadband 
to every address point across a two-countywide area. 
Officials from small and rural towns may want to 
consider attending this session.

Fiscal Accountability for Town Boards*

Staff, Local Official Training Unit, Division of Local 
Government and School Accountability, Office of the 
State Comptroller

10:00 – 10:50 a.m., Alvin/Carnegie rooms, 5th floor

The governing board plays an important role in the 
financial oversight of the town. This session will discuss 
some key functions including budget responsibilities, 
interim reporting, the audit of claims and the annual 
audit requirements.

*This session is eligible for Certified 
Town Official credit in the Board Member/
Legislation and Policy Area.

The Most Powerful Anti-Fraud Tool that Towns 
Don’t Know About

Brian Feldman, Partner, Harter, Secrest & Emery LLP

10:00 – 10:50 a.m., Booth/Edison rooms, 5th floor

The False Claims Act is one of the most powerful tools 
that the federal government uses to deter and redress 
fraud. Under the act, conduct well short of fraud may 
trigger severe penalties, including treble damages. 
New York State has its own version of this statute that 
allows local municipalities to bring these types of 
claims. This presentation will provide an overview of 
mechanics of the state’s False Claims Act, and it will 
give you practical insight about how you can use it for 
the benefit of the taxpayers in your community.

Municipal Restructuring Partnership: A New 
Approach to Funding Transformational Governance

Mark Pattison, Director of Local Government Services, 
New York State Department of State

10:00 – 10:50 a.m., Shubert Complex, 6th floor

Created by the governor in the FY 2015-16 capital 
projects budget, the Municipal Restructuring Fund 
is now being developed and implemented by the 
Secretary of State. This presentation will cover the 
program’s development and highlight the application 
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process we designed to aid local government leaders 
who have ideas for modernizing and restructuring their 
local governments.

Municipal Regulation of Solar Energy

• Land Use Track

Catherine Hamlin, Land Use Training Specialist, New 
York State Department of State

10:00 – 10:50 a.m., Majestic Complex, 6th floor

This course addresses the authority of local 
governments to regulate photovoltaic solar energy 
systems — from modest residential and agricultural 
systems to large-scale institutional and commercial 
solar arrays and sun farms. Environmental and 
economic benefits and aesthetic challenges are 
discussed, and tools such as the New York State Unified 
Solar Permit are provided to allow solar arrays and 
regulate their impacts.

Legal Requirements Surrounding Credit Cards 
and Electronic Financial Transactions

• Tax Collecting Officers Track

Mark Stevens, Legal Division, Office of the State 
Comptroller

10:00 – 10:50 a.m., Empire Complex, 7th floor

During this session, OSC staff will discuss legal 
requirements for the acceptance of payments by 
credit/debit card, including recent fraud liability shifts 
associated with the issuance of EMV chip technology. 
This session will also explore legal requirements of 
making or receiving certain payments electronically, 
including accepting payments via a municipal Internet 
web site or a third-party vendor web site, and making 
electronic or wire transfers.

Legal Requirements Surrounding Credit Cards 
and Electronic Financial Transactions

• Town Clerks Track

Mark Stevens, Legal Division, Office of the State 
Comptroller

10:00 – 10:50 a.m., Empire Complex, 7th floor

During this session, OSC staff will discuss legal 
requirements for the acceptance of payments by 
credit/debit card, including recent fraud liability shifts 

associated with the issuance of EMV chip technology. 
This session will also explore legal requirements of 
making or receiving certain payments electronically, 
including accepting payments via a municipal Internet 
web site or a third-party vendor web site, and making 
electronic or wire transfers.

Traffic Studies 101 and Working with a Local 
Complete Streets Committee*

• Engineering Track

Peter Faith, PE, Greenman-Pedersen, Inc.

10:00 – 10:50 a.m., Duffy/Columbia rooms, 7th floor

Town officials are often confronted with traffic 
congestion and safety issues on local streets and state 
highways that traverse through their municipalities. 
This session will present the basic information 
regarding the methods and guidelines that traffic 
engineers and planners use to document and analyze 
traffic operational and safety issues created by existing 
traffic flows, as well as those that are projected to be 
created by significant development. This session will 
also review how one upstate municipality’s Complete 
Streets committee became involved in the design 
process for a federal aid highway safety improvement 
project.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Engineer area. 

Is Your Town Ready to Implement Body Cameras?

• Attorney Track

Julie P. Apter, Partner, and Jonathan M. Bernstein, 
Partner, Goldberg Segalla LLP

10:00 – 10:50 a.m., Astor Ballroom, 7th floor

Body-worn cameras are here to stay. Following the 
social unrest and protests that resulted after the 
deaths of Eric Garner in Staten Island, New York, 
Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri and Tamir Rice 
in Cleveland, Ohio, President Obama announced a 
three-year, $263 million investment effort to address 
the growing tensions between law enforcement 
officers and the communities in which they serve.  A 
key component of that money includes $75 million for 
the acquisition and deployment of body cameras. The 
Bureau of Justice Assistance has studied the need for 
body cameras and determined that body-worn cameras 
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hold tremendous promise for enhancing transparency, 
promoting accountability and advancing public safety 
for law enforcement officers and the communities they 
serve. This course will discuss the many novel legal, 
financial, technical and policy-related questions and 
challenges for municipalities involving the use of body 
cams and provide guidance and recommendations for 
the implementation of the body-worn cameras within 
your municipality.  

Funding Opportunities for Sewer, Stormwater 
and Drinking Water Infrastructure through 
the New York State Environmental Facilities 
Corporation 
Audra Nowosielski, Deputy Director of Public Finance, 
Cheryle Webber, P.E., Manager, Northern Projects and 
MWBE Unit, and Brian Hahn, Assistant Manager of 
Green Policy, Planning & Infrastructure,New York State 
Environmental Facilities Corporation 
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Imperial/Julliard rooms, 5th floor 

EFC will provide an overview of the State Revolving 
Fund (SRF) programs and the financing available for 
sewer, stormwater and drinking water infrastructure. 
Through the SRF, EFC provides low-cost funding to 
assist municipalities around the state to afford major 
wastewater and drinking water improvement projects, 
ensuring the availability of clean water, protecting the 
environment and providing the vital infrastructure 
necessary to create jobs and economic development. 
Grants for stormwater management projects are 
also available to municipalities through EFC’s Green 
Innovation Grant Program. EFC consistently leads 
the nation in financing water-quality infrastructure, 
and in 2014, provided more than $2.3 billion in direct 
financings and refundings to local governments, the 
largest single-year total in the corporation’s history.

White Space: How One Community Tackled Its 
Broadband Needs

Evelyn M. Wood, Supervisor, Town of Thurman

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Belasco/Broadhurst rooms, 5th floor

A practical session on how one community took its 
broadband project from identifying it as a community 
need to a system that is up and running. Get a better 
understanding of how even a small community with 
limited funds and many restrictions can get innovative 

to solve a problem many towns currently face. Session 
to cover how the town approached the need for 
broadband, chose a whitespace system, sought out 
grant funding and then built the system. Officials from 
small and rural towns may want to consider attending 
this session.

Procedures for Amending the Town Budget* 

Staff, Local Official Training Unit, Division of Local 
Government and School Accountability, Office of the 
State Comptroller

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Alvin/Carnegie rooms, 5th floor

No matter how thorough the budget development 
process, the need to modify the budget will arise. 
This session will review the budgetary process and 
the procedures that should be used in preparing the 
budget. It will also focus on the requirements and 
options for amending the budget during the year.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Supervisor/Finance & 
Personnel Issues area.

The Legalities of Purchasing and Competitive 
Bidding

Mark Stevens, Legal Division, Office of the State 
Comptroller

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Booth/Edison rooms, 5th floor

The Office of the State Comptroller’s Legal Division will 
discuss legal requirements for competitive bidding, 
including recent statutory amendments to the General 
Municipal Law § 103 and various exceptions to the 
bidding requirements.

Freedom of Information Law/Open Meeting Law 
Overview

Robert Freeman, Executive Director, Committee on 
Open Government, New York State Department of State

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Shubert Complex, 6th floor

This session will focus on the Freedom of Information 
and Open Meetings laws. Brief descriptions of those 
laws and the functions of the Committee on Open 
Government will be offered, and questions will be 
accepted and answered throughout the program.



Association of Towns • 24

Tuesday Sessions
Invasive Species: Issues and Options

Leslie Surprenant, Leader, Invasive Species 
Coordination Unit; Jerry Carlson, PhD, Forest Health 
Section; and Cathy McGlynn, PhD, Aquatic Invasive 
Species Coordinator, New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Harlem Room, 7th floor

This session will provide an overview of current 
invasive species initiatives, programs and challenges 
across the state, as well as guidance in implementing 
New York’s newly updated Aquatic Invasive Species 
Management Plan.

Enforcement of Zoning and Other Laws*

• Land Use Track

Catherine Hamlin, Land Use Training Specialist and 
Natasha E. Phillip, Associate Attorney, New York State 
Department of State

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Majestic Complex, 6th floor

Municipalities have various regulations that are an 
extension of their police power that aren’t necessarily 
enforced by the police — zoning, property maintenance 
and noise regulations, for example. This session 
reviews how these regulations are enforced, with 
discussion of the relationship between the enforcement 
officer and the review boards, the effect of an appeal of 
an enforcement action to the zoning board of appeals 
and judicial enforcement of violations.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Planning and Zoning 
area.

Utilizing Personal Security, De-escalation and 
Active Shooter Awareness Techniques in Today’s 
Environment

• Tax Collecting Officers Track

Sal Lifrieri, Former Director of Security and Intelligence 
Operations, Mayor Giuliani’s Office of Emergency 
Management, NYPD Hostage Negotiation Team 
Member and President, Protective Countermeasures 
Inc.

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Empire Complex, 7th floor

This fast-paced lecture will discuss how to recognize, 
behave during and evade the confrontational 

interactions and dangers town employees and tax 
collectors face when dealing with an angry public while 
performing their duties. Topics include understanding 
personal security and methods to increase your 
situational awareness to avoid the dangers. Once you 
are in the situation, you will learn how to effectively use 
de-escalation techniques to calm the crisis and extract 
yourself. Of course, no personal safety talk is complete 
without talking about active shooter situations and 
understanding what you can do before, during and 
after to give yourself the best chance to survive.

Utilizing Personal Security, De-escalation and 
Active Shooter Awareness Techniques in Today’s 
Environment

• Town Clerks Track

Sal Lifrieri, Former Director of Security and Intelligence 
Operations, Mayor Giuliani’s Office of Emergency 
Management, NYPD  Hostage Negotiation Team 
Member and President, Protective Countermeasures 
Inc.

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Empire Complex, 7th floor

This fast-paced lecture will discuss how to recognize, 
behave during and evade the confrontational 
interactions and dangers town employees and tax 
collectors face when dealing with an angry public while 
performing their duties. Topics include understanding 
personal security and methods to increase your 
situational awareness to avoid the dangers. Once you 
are in the situation, you will learn how to effectively use 
de-escalation techniques to calm the crisis and extract 
yourself. Of course, no personal safety talk is complete 
without talking about active shooter situations and 
understanding what you can do before, during and 
after to give yourself the best chance to survive.

Design for Service Life: The New NY Bridge (Tappan Zee)

• Engineering Track

Robert Allen, HDR Inc.

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Duffy/Columbia rooms, 7th floor

The New NY Bridge (Tappan Zee Hudson River 
Crossing) will replace the existing span that crosses 
the Hudson River. This presentation will describe the 
crossing’s structures, including the cable-stayed main 
span and lengthy approach structures. The presentation 
will focus on a key design challenge for the approach 
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structures – providing seismic isolation to meet the 100-
year service life. It will describe the seismic isolation 
design strategy and how models were organized, 
created and verified through using two independent 
models (RM Bridge and ADINA). The presentation 
will also discuss how the use of Bridge Information 
Modeling, BrIM, in design and construction will provide 
a foundation for NYSTA’s operations and maintenance 
over the service life of the structure.   

What Towns Should Know about Lobbying, Ethics 
and the New York State Commission on Public 
Integrity

• Attorney Track

John M. Jennings, Government Affairs Attorney, Harter 
Secrest & Emery, LLP

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Astor Ballroom, 7th floor

Recently, New York expanded the definition of local 
lobbying to include almost all of the municipalities in 
the state. So this is a good opportunity to review how 
local lobbying works, as well as how towns engage in 
lobbying activities. In addition, we will discuss the state 
entity that regulates lobbying, the New York State Joint 
Commission on Public Ethics. Finally, we’ll provide 
some analysis and advice related to ethical issues that 
municipalities may face in this context.

The Fair Housing Act and Unlawful 
Discrimination in Housing: Part I

• Attorney Track

Mark C. Fang, Esq., Executive Director, Westchester 
County Human Rights Commission and a 
commissioned officer in the Judge Advocate General 
Corps, United States Army Reserves

1:00 – 1:50 p.m., Astor Ballroom, 7th floor

This two-part survey of Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1968 (Fair Housing Act) will review the history of 
the Fair Housing Act and key United States Supreme 
Court cases interpreting the act. The presentation 
will also cover the basic substantive and procedural 
sections of the act relating to the substantive bases 
of discrimination and the enforcement framework 
provided in the act.

Who Owns Your Water?  A Fresh Look at Town 
Water Supplies

Jeff Moran, Former Supervisor, Town of Woodstock and 
Michael A. Nunziata, Esq.

2:00 - 2:50 p.m., Imperial/Julliard rooms, 5th floor

The water systems that supply many New York towns 
were built before state regulation began in the early 
20th century. As a result, some towns find that their 
agreements to allocate water are vague, sparse or 
unsuited to manage today’s increasing needs. Who can 
use the water in your wells and reservoirs? Who can 
buy or sell it? Where is your town in the line of water 
users? Towns that manage these questions will move 
themselves closer to water security.

Statewide All-Terrain Vehicle Trail System: Has 
the Time Finally Come for New York State to 
Create an ATV Trail System?

J.R. Burke, Manager, State & Provincial Government 
Relations, Polaris Industries; Deb Christy, St. Lawrence 
County Trail Coordinator; and Jeff Binga, New York State 
Off-Highway Recreational Vehicle Association

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Belasco/Broadhurst rooms, 5th floor

This session will review recent efforts to create a 
statewide ATV trail system, funded principally through 
ATV registrations, and the economic, environmental 
and revenue implications for towns that develop and 
maintain ATV trails as part of the statewide network. 
Officials from small and rural towns may want to 
consider attending this session.

Policies and Procedures to Manage Your Town*

Staff, Local Official Training Unit, Division of Local 
Government and School Accountability, Office of the 
State Comptroller

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Alvin/Carnegie rooms, 5th floor

Towns are required by statute to adopt certain policies 
to provide standards and guidance for their employees 
in areas such as ethics, investments and the prevention 
of sexual harassment. In addition, there are many other 
areas, such as computer, vehicle and credit card use, 
where it is recommended that towns adopt policies 
and procedures adapted to their particular needs. This 
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session will address a number of areas where written 
policies are either required or highly recommended.

*This session is eligible for Certified 
Town Official credit in the Board Member/
Legislation and Policy area. 

Intermunicipal Cooperation: Building Code 
Enforcement*

Robert Roeckle, Land Use Training Specialist, New York 
State Department of State

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Booth/Edison rooms, 5th floor

Municipalities are required to enforce the New York 
State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code 
and the Energy Conservation Construction Code. By 
working together, neighboring municipalities may 
easily provide effective building code enforcement 
while controlling costs. The program provides an 
overview of what is required when intermunicipal 
building code enforcement is provided, including 
county enforcement and multiple municipal department 
enforcement.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Code Enforcement area.

Q&A with the Association of Towns’ Legal 
Staff

Gerry Geist, Executive Director, AOTSNY; Lori 
Mithen-DeMasi, Counsel, AOTSNY; Sarah Brancatella, 
Associate Counsel, AOTSNY; and Katie Hodgdon, 
Associate Counsel, AOTSNY

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Shubert Complex, 6th floor

This session offers an opportunity to ask attorneys at 
the Association of Towns your legal questions.

Preparing a Funding Quilt: A “How-To Guide” for 
Project Implementation

Benjamin H. Syden, A.I.C.P., Vice President, Laberge 
Group

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Harlem Room, 7th floor

“There is funding for that” is a common battle cry 
amongst town leaders across New York State. But 
is your community ready? During this session, 
participants will learn how to prepare their town 
for greater success both in the annual Consolidated 

Funding Application process, as well as in other 
funding initiatives on the state and federal levels. 
Particular focus will be spent on strategic planning 
and funding analysis, coordination with county and 
regional economic development plans, understanding 
the preliminary steps and documentation needed to 
strengthen applications and how to build a multi-step 
funding quilt to implement your key projects. Case 
studies from successful projects across New York State 
will be provided, and the presentation will conclude 
with an inter-active Q&A session.

Completing the SEQR Environmental Assessment 
Form Using the SEQR Workbook: Part 1

• Land Use Track

Donald Young, Attorney, Boylan Code LLP

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Majestic Complex, 6th floor

To many, the SEQR Environmental Assessment Form 
is a mysterious document that is often confusing and 
overlooked, raising as many questions as it answers. 
Who is supposed to complete it? Why are there multiple 
“parts,” and by when must they be completed? How 
am I supposed to understand all of these unfamiliar 
terms? Fortunately, the DEC has made available a very 
useful resource that helps to answer many of these 
questions – the SEQR Environmental Assessment Form 
Workbook. This course offers a hands-on experience 
aiming to demystify the SEQR EAF. Together, we will 
explore and utilize the SEQR Workbook to understand 
and complete the SEQR Environmental Assessment 
Form for a hypothetical project.

Freedom of Information Law/Open Meetings Law 
for Town Clerks and Tax Collectors

• Tax Collecting Officers Track

Robert Freeman, Executive Director, Committee on 
Open Government

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Empire Complex, 7th floor

This session will focus on the Freedom of Information 
and Open Meetings laws as they apply to town clerks 
and tax collectors. Brief descriptions of those laws and 
the functions of the Committee on Open Government 
will be offered, and questions will be accepted and 
answered throughout the program.
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Freedom of Information Law/Open Meeting Law 
for Town Clerks and Tax Collectors

• Town Clerks Track

Robert Freeman, Executive Director, Committee on 
Open Government

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Empire Complex, 7th floor

This session will focus on the Freedom of Information 
and Open Meetings laws as they apply to town clerks 
and tax collectors. Brief descriptions of those laws and 
the functions of the Committee on Open Government 
will be offered, and questions will be accepted and 
answered throughout the program.

Innovative Asset Ratings

• Engineering Track

Chris Baker, AIA, PE, BEMP, BEAP, LEED AP, The Weidt 
Group

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Duffy/Columbia rooms, 7th floor

Transparent building energy ratings enable the market 
to assess energy performance and identify low-
energy-cost buildings, creating demand for efficient 
buildings. While operational rating methods such as 
ENERGY STAR® have been around for more than 10 
years, asset ratings are early in the adoption phases. 
Asset rating involves energy simulation to compare 
a building’s projected energy efficiency to another, 
holding operational variables constant. Calculating 
accurate asset ratings of existing buildings can be 
expensive and time consuming with exhaustive 
data collection, while simpler methods can lead to 
inconsistent results. A recent national pilot funded 
innovative methodologies to overcome these issues for 
Asset Rating. This presentation describes the research 
and development of one recently launched method. The 
research validated an online and user-friendly interface 
for energy simulation to build calibrated energy models 
that not only allow a peer comparison at the national 
level but also provide actionable results at the end-use 
level for each building. Attendees will see how this 
online asset rating application shows promise as a 
reliable, scalable and cost-effective method, including 
regional systems under development in different states.

The Fair Housing Act and Unlawful 
Discrimination in Housing: Part II

• Attorney Track

Mark C. Fang, Esq., Executive Director, Westchester 
County Human Rights Commission and a 
commissioned officer in the Judge Advocate General 
Corps, United States Army Reserves

2:00 – 2:50 p.m., Astor Ballroom, 7th floor

This two-part survey of Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1968 (Fair Housing Act) will review the history of 
the Fair Housing Act and key United States Supreme 
Court cases interpreting the act. The presentation 
will also cover the basic substantive and procedural 
sections of the act relating to the substantive bases 
of discrimination and the enforcement framework 
provided in the act.

The Future of the Real Property Tax: Where Do We 
Go from Here?*

Dennis Ketcham, IAO, Assessor, Towns of Montgomery, 
Mount Hope and Forestburgh, President NYSAA and 
Scott Shedler, IAO, Assessor, Town of Ramapo

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Imperial/Julliard rooms, 5th floor

Everyone agrees the system of real property taxes 
needs an overhaul. Join a panel discussion of some of 
the primary issues surrounding changes at the state 
and local levels impacting towns.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Assessor/RPT Issues 
area.

Millions Available Through NYS to Improve 
Housing, Grow Business, Beautify Main Streets

Chris Leo, Vice President, Office of Community Renewal, 
New York State Homes and Community Renewal and 
Crystal Loffler, New York Main Street Program Director, 
New York State Homes and Community Renewal

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Harlem Room, 7th floor

Chief elected officials, planners, supervisors, come 
and find out about the millions of dollars in grants 
available through New York State Homes & Community 
Renewal (HCR) to improve your town. Each year, 
approximately $85 million is available through a variety 
of HCR’s Community Renewal programs: Community 
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Development Block Grant, Affordable Housing 
Corporation, NY Main Street, HOME and more. These 
funds can be used to make the homes of seniors safer 
and more affordable, repair aging infrastructure and 
water and sewer lines, provide more homeownership 
opportunities and beautify your Main Street areas to 
attract new businesses and people. Don’t miss out. Make 
sure you’re taking advantage of the opportunity to make 
your town a better, more attractive, more affordable place 
to live and work. Find out how the programs work, how to 
submit a strong application and how to partner with local 
organizations to meet the needs of your town.

How to Control Junk*

Dave Everett, Partner, and Genevieve Trigg, 
Associate, Whiteman Osterman & Hanna LLP

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Belasco/Broadhurst rooms, 5th floor

This session will discuss both state and local laws related 
to junk control, including licensing dealers, household 
junk and the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and 
Building Code. Examples of local municipal programs 
designed to recycle and dispose of junk will also be 
provided. Officials from small and rural towns may want 
to consider attending this session.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Board Member/Legislation 
and Policy Area.

Department of Labor Audits of Employer Group 
Health Plans on the Rise: Preparing for Audits of 
Compliance with PPACA, GINA, HIPAA, COBRA 
and More

Michael Grinnell, Vice President and Kirsten Tudman, Vice 
President, CPI-HR

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Alvin/Carnegie rooms, 5th floor

More employers are now receiving Department of Labor 
(DOL) audit notices. The DOL’s revised audit letter serves 
as a road map for the information the agency will seek 
in an audit. What can you do to prepare for an audit, 
and how can you reduce your risk of being audited? 
Seminar includes: suggestions on how to prepare for 
a DOL audit; tips for responding to a DOL audit letter; 
steps in a typical DOL audit, including initial document 
requests plus possible on-site visits and interviews; 
identification of violations, compliance requirements and 
closing letters; a list of documents that DOL investigators 
commonly request during an audit; language of the 

revised DOL audit letter with detailed new requests 
relating to health care reform, including documentation 
of grandfathered status, compliance with various plan 
design and administrative mandates and records showing 
distribution of required notices; DOL investigative 
power, including the power to request copies of various 
plan-related documents; and possible civil and criminal 
penalties. Now is the perfect time to check your readiness 
for a DOL investigation. Recent reports show increased 
DOL focus on health care reform and related compliance 
obligations. We will explain the audit process, and help 
prepare you with an effective response if the DOL comes 
calling.

Financial Analysis of Shared Services and 
Intermunicipal Cooperation

Christopher Grant, Land Use Training Specialist, New York 
State Department of State

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Booth/Edison rooms, 5th floor

Working cooperatively with neighboring communities 
can help local governments implement shared solutions 
to common problems and generate new service delivery 
capacities. Cooperation enables local governments to 
reduce the costs of services without compromising the 
quality of service delivery. This course will examine the 
benefits of cooperation through case studies and analysis 
of the financial implications of actual cooperative projects 
funded by the New York State Department of State’s Local 
Government Efficiency Program.

The Division of Community Services and the 
Community Services Block Grant

Veronica Cruz, Director, Division of Community Services, 
New York State Department of State

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Shubert Complex, 6th floor

The New York State Department of State’s Division of 
Community Services is responsible for the administration 
and distribution of the Community Services Block 
Grant (CSBG) funds. The division works with a network 
of community action agencies and community-based 
providers to promote services that combat poverty 
among poor and low-income families. Examples of such 
services include employment and training, education, 
housing, emergency food and child care. Is your town 
eligible for funding? Come to this workshop to find out 
how CSBG funding may help you address the service 
needs of your community.  
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Completing the SEQR Environmental Assessment 
Form Using the SEQR Workbook: Part 2

• Land Use Track

Donald Young, Attorney, Boylan Code LLP

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Majestic Complex, 6th floor

To many, the SEQR Environmental Assessment Form 
is a mysterious document that is often confusing and 
overlooked, raising as many questions as it answers. 
Who is supposed to complete it? Why are there multiple 
“parts,” and by when must they be completed? How am 
I supposed to understand all of these unfamiliar terms? 
Fortunately, the DEC has made available a very useful 
resource that helps to answer many of these questions 
– the SEQR Environmental Assessment Form Workbook. 
This course offers a hands-on experience aiming to 
demystify the SEQR EAF. Together, we will explore and 
utilize the SEQR Workbook to understand and complete 
the SEQR Environmental Assessment Form for a 
hypothetical project.

Introduction to Spreadsheets

• Tax Collecting Officers Track

Brett R. Kebea, Electrical Engineer, Industrial Process 
Design, Inc.

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Empire Complex, 7th floor

Last year’s session on intermediate spreadsheet skills 
revealed that some town officials are not familiar with 
how spreadsheets can make their lives easier. In this 
session, a seasoned spreadsheet user will cover some 
basics so you can incorporate spreadsheets quickly and 
easily. If you have to keep track of dollars, names or 
projects but are unfamiliar with spreadsheets, then this 
course is for you.

Introduction to Spreadsheets

• Town Clerks Track

Brett R. Kebea, Electrical Engineer, Industrial Process 
Design, Inc.

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Empire Complex, 7th floor

Last year’s session on intermediate spreadsheet skills 
revealed that some town officials are not familiar with 
how spreadsheets can make their lives easier. In this 
session, a seasoned spreadsheet user will cover some 
basics so you can incorporate spreadsheets quickly and 
easily. If you have to keep track of dollars, names or 

projects but are unfamiliar with spreadsheets, then this 
course is for you.

Prioritization of Transportation Assets Based Upon 
Criticality and Multi-Hazard Vulnerability

• Engineering Track

Joseph Englot, PE, HNTB Corporation

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Duffy/Columbia rooms, 7th floor

This presentation demonstrates a methodology that fills 
the need for public agencies or private organizations to 
prioritize their assets based upon each asset’s system-
wide criticality and vulnerability to multi-hazard events. 
The goal is to improve organizational resiliency from 
natural disasters and terror attacks and to cost effectively 
mitigate overall risk. It has been used to assist public 
agencies in prioritizing thousands of assets.

Affordable Housing as a Community Asset in 
2015: The Next Generation of Affordable Housing 
Projects

• Attorney Track

James Walsh, Partner, Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, 
LLP; Marian Zucker, President, Office of Finance and 
Development, New York State Department of Homes 
and Community Renewal; Timothy L. O’Byrne, Project 
Manager, Omni Housing Development, LLC; and Jolie A. 
Milstein, President and CEO, New York State Association 
for Affordable Housing

3:00 – 3:50 p.m., Astor Ballroom, 7th floor

This session will review and discuss recent affordable 
housing projects in different regions of the state, their 
benefits to communities, the availability of resources to 
develop high-quality housing and what town officials 
should consider before and during the planning and 
development phases of such projects.

Collective Bargaining: What You Need to Know 
before You Sit Down at the Negotiating Table*

Melissa Knapp, Associate, and Judith Crelin Mayle, 
Partner, Thomas, Drohan,Waxman, Petigrow & Mayle, LLP

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Imperial/Julliard rooms, 5th floor

This course will provide an overview of what you need to 
know to effectively negotiate with the union and updates 
on emerging issues in negotiations, including knowing 
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the municipality's financial position and the impacts of 
proposals, the impact of the Cadillac Tax, mandatory and 
non-mandatory subjects of negotiation and trends in 
negotiations.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Board Member/Legislation 
and Policy area.

Water and Wastewater District Ownership 
Transition: A Case Study of the Town of Hyde Park

Bridget Barclay, Executive Director, Dutchess County 
Water and Wastewater Authority; Erin K. Moore, P.E., 
Project Manager, Tighe & Bond Engineering, P.C.; and 
Aileen Rohr, Supervisor, Town of Hyde Park

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Belasco/Broadhurst rooms, 5th floor

The Town of Hyde Park has been striving to improve 
delivery of water and sewer services to its residents. In 
working toward this goal, the town formed reorganization 
study committees and joined with the Dutchess County 
Water and Wastewater Authority (DCWWA) in 2013 to 
secure funding through a Local Government Efficiency 
Grant with the goal of determining whether transferring 
ownership and management of the town’s water and 
sewer districts to the DCWWA would improve efficiency, 
reduce costs and ensure positive outcomes for the 
residents. 
To successfully make this determination, the 
Reorganization Study Committee utilized three 
evaluations: facility condition reports, legal reviews and 
financial analysis. These were prepared for each of the 
town’s six water and two sewer districts to evaluate the 
desirability of dissolving the districts and transferring 
ownership to the DCWWA.  
This presentation will describe each of the three 
components of the analysis (condition assessment, 
legal review and financial analysis), detail how they 
were prepared and how they weighed in to the town’s 
ownership transfer decision. We will also provide the 
results of the ownership evaluation, a status update and 
describe the lessons learned so far.

Health Care Reform and Local Governments* 

Tom Augostini, Benefits Consultant, Haylor, Fryer and 
Coon and Councilmember, Town of Union and Rebecca 
Perkins, Benefits Consultant, Haylor, Freyer & Coon

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Alvin/Carnegie rooms, 5th floor

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, also 
known as Health Care Reform, just celebrated its 5th 
birthday! The Supreme Court has ruled in its favor on two 
different occasions, so the law moves forward. Towns 
in New York State have already experienced changes to 
their health care plans that were implemented based on 
the many new coverage requirements found in the law 
and subsequent rules/regulations. The challenges ahead 
for New York State towns are the tracking of employees, 
the reporting now required to the IRS and the challenges 
for 2016 and beyond, including the Cadillac Tax, which 
recently saw an important change. In this training session, 
you will be provided information and strategies you can 
utilize to be sure your town stays in compliance with 
tracking part-time and seasonal workers, what reporting 
is required to the IRS and the future of the legislation. 
Implementation timelines will be shown, along with 
examples and strategies to assist in complying with this 
historic legislation.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official Credit in the Board Member/Legislation 
and Policy area.

Grant Opportunities at the Department of State 

Kyle Wilber, Municipal Management Consultant, New York 
State Department of State

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Booth/Edison rooms, 5th floor

The Department of State administers multiple grant 
programs designed to assist local governments in 
developing projects that promote community and 
economic development and municipal efficiency. This 
session will provide attendees with specifics about 
programs housed within DOS including the Local 
Government Efficiency Grant Program; the Appalachian 
Regional Development Grant Program, the Northern 
Border Regional Development Grant Program and the 
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program.
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How a Town can Obtain Benefits from 
Photovoltaic Energy Systems

• Attorney Track

Rob Panasci, Partner, Young / Sommer LLC

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Astor Ballroom, 7th floor

This session will discuss the type of options available 
for towns (e.g., is owning a system the best option 
for a town and leasing vs. owning). Additional topics 
will include compliance with procurement law; net 
metering and remote net metering; power purchase 
agreements; and a period for questions and answers.

Municipal Regulation of Signs*

• Land Use Track

Sarah Brancatella, Associate Counsel, Association of 
Towns of the State of New York

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Majestic Complex, 6th floor

In light of the recent United States Supreme Court 
decision on signs, this course examines how a 
municipality can ensure compliance with First 
Amendment protections in its sign regulations.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official Credit in the Planning and Zoning 
area.

SIK608 Repair and Protection of Parking Garages

• Engineering Track

Michael Winge, Sika Corporation

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Duffy/Columbia rooms, 7th floor

This seminar covers the accelerators of corrosion 
found in parking garages and identifies proper repair 
techniques for cracks, joints and concrete spalls. 
Additionally, options for protection of the structure are 
discussed.
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Residential Sprinklers

• Code Enforcement Officers Track

Dominic Kasmauskas, New York Regional Manager, 
National Fire Sprinkler Association

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Soho Complex, 7th floor

This presentation covers the components, workings 
and options of a residential fire sprinkler system and 
the “quick response” in a home fire. We will start by 
covering the basics of fire science, how fires start, 
grow and why water is so effective in extinguishing 
fire. Then, we will move into covering New York and 
national statistics. Also included is information on the 
standards used to guide the installer and the code 
enforcement official. Many rumors, some of which the 
audience may be aware, will be covered with the facts.

Division of Building Standards and Codes 
Variance Process*

• Code Enforcement Officers Track

Erika Krieger, New York State Department of State

1:00 – 2:00 p.m., Soho Complex, 7th floor

Everything you need to know about the updated 
variance process including application to use, AHJ 
form, administrative versus board cases and the role of 
DBSC staff.

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Code Enforcement area.

Foundation Flood Venting for Flood Zones

• Code Enforcement Officers Track

Tom Little, CFM, CGP, Vice President, Smart Vent 
Products, Inc.

2:00 – 3:00 p.m., Soho Complex, 7th floor

This course provides insight into the importance of 
proper foundation flood vents and compliance with 
building codes and FEMA regulations as well as how 
they can effectively prevent major damage to buildings 
due to flooding. The course will review applicable codes 
pertaining to foundation flood venting, including a 
complete review of FEMA’s Technical Bulletin 1. After the 
course, participants will have a thorough understanding 
of the difference between non-engineered openings 
and engineered openings and the important role they 
play in designing a sustainable structure in addition to 
how flood vents affect NFIP flood insurance rates.

Understanding Active and Passive 
Floodproofing for Non-Residential 
Buildings

• Code Enforcement Officers Track

Tom Little, CFM, CGP, Vice President, Smart Vent 
Products, Inc.

3:00 – 4:00 p.m., Soho Complex, 7th floor

Floodproofing measures are required for all buildings 
located in a FEMA floodplain. This course identifies the 
effects of hydrostatic pressure on building sustainability 
and explains dry and wet floodproofing techniques 
utilized to mitigate against flood damage. A review 
of the liability associated with each floodproofing 
option is provided. Relevant FEMA regulations, ICC 
building codes and ASCE 24 are reviewed. The course 
provides an in-depth analysis of active and passive 
floodproofing options and the effect each of these 
options has on a design. Case studies will demonstrate 
how to effectively incorporate floodproofing techniques 
in projects.

Division of Building Standards and Codes – 
Update

• Code Enforcement Officers Track

Ronald E. Piester, AIA, Director, Division of Building 
Standards and Codes, New York State Department of 
State

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Soho Complex, 7th floor

This program will explain the new Uniform Code and 
the new Energy Code and some key changes to these 
codes. It will also note changes that have already 
taken place to these new codes, which are found in 
NYCRR.  The presentation will also cover recent laws 
that have impacted the Uniform and Energy codes 
and other agencies’ regulations. The second part 
of the program will discuss events currently taking 
place at the Department of State Codes Division 
– Code Development, Educational Services, Code 
Interpretations, Energy, Regional Services and Technical 
Support.
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2016 Code Update

• Code Enforcement Officers Track

Gary A. Traver, Code Compliance Specialist 2 and John 
Drobysh, Code Compliance Specialist 1, New York State 
Department of State, Division of Building Standards and 
Codes

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Soho Complex, 7th floor

The 2016 CEO Code Update training course is a nine-hour 
advanced, in-service training course that will introduce 
the students to significant changes from the current 
version of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention 
and Building Code (NYSUFFPBC) and Energy Code to 
the 2016 NYSUFPBC and Energy Code based on the 
2015 ICC Model Codes. Changes that will be discussed 
include changes to the Building Code, Residential 
Code, Fire Code, Property Maintenance Code, Existing 
Building Code, Plumbing Code, Mechanical Code, Fuel 
Gas Code and the Energy Code Books. The course will 
also discuss the 2016 Supplement to the NYSUFPBC and 
the 2015 Supplement to the Energy Code of New York 
State. Please Note: The “2014 Commercial Energy 
Code Update” is a required prerequisite to this 
course. To receive credit for attending this class, 
students must have completed the three-hour 2014 
Commercial Energy Update pre-requisite course.

The “2014 Commercial Energy Code Update” class is 
available online at: https://nyserdacodetraining.com/
crs.php?S=7&L=15&C=23 

2016 Code Update

• Code Enforcement Officers Track

Gary A. Traver, Code Compliance Specialist 2 and John 
Drobysh, Code Compliance Specialist 1, New York State 
Department of State, Division of Building Standards and 
Codes

1:00 – 4:00 p.m., Soho Complex, 7th floor

The 2016 CEO Code Update training course is a nine-hour 
advanced, in-service training course that will introduce 
the students to significant changes from the current 
version of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention 
and Building Code (NYSUFFPBC) and Energy Code to 
the 2016 NYSUFPBC and Energy Code based on the 
2015 ICC Model Codes. Changes that will be discussed 
include changes to the Building Code, Residential 
Code, Fire Code, Property Maintenance Code, Existing 
Building Code, Plumbing Code, Mechanical Code, Fuel 
Gas Code and the Energy Code Books. The course will 

also discuss the 2016 Supplement to the NYSUFPBC and 
the 2015 Supplement to the Energy Code of New York 
State. Please Note: The “2014 Commercial Energy 
Code Update” is a required prerequisite to this 
course. To receive credit for attending this class, 
students must have completed the three-hour 2014 
Commercial Energy Update pre-requisite course.  
The “2014 Commercial Energy Code Update” class is 
available online at: https://nyserdacodetraining.com/
crs.php?S=7&L=15&C=23 

Procedures and Techniques for Inspection of 
Parking Structures 

• Code Enforcement Officers Track

Gary A. Traver, Code Compliance Specialist 2, New York 
State Department of State, Division of Standards and 
Codes 

4:00 – 5:00 p.m., Soho Complex, 7th floor

2016 Code Update

• Code Enforcement Officers Track

Gary A. Traver, Code Compliance Specialist 2, and John 
Drobysh, Code Compliance Specialist 1, New York State 
Department of State, Division of Building Standards and 
Codes

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Soho Complex, 7th floor

The 2016 CEO Code Update training course is a nine-hour 
advanced, in-service training course that will introduce 
the students to significant changes from the current 
version of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention 
and Building Code (NYSUFFPBC) and Energy Code to 
the 2016 NYSUFPBC and Energy Code based on the 
2015 ICC Model Codes. Changes that will be discussed 
include changes to the Building Code, Residential 
Code, Fire Code, Property Maintenance Code, Existing 
Building Code, Plumbing Code, Mechanical Code, Fuel 
Gas Code and the Energy Code Books. The course will 
also discuss the 2016 Supplement to the NYSUFPBC and 
the 2015 Supplement to the Energy Code of New York 
State. Please Note: The “2014 Commercial Energy 
Code Update” is a required prerequisite to this 
course. To receive credit for attending this class, 
students must have completed the three-hour 2014 
Commercial Energy Update pre-requisite course.
The “2014 Commercial Energy Code Update” class is 
available online at: https://nyserdacodetraining.com/
crs.php?S=7&L=15&C=23 

Code Enforcement Officers / Tuesday - Wednesday
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Justices & Court Clerks / Monday

• Monday, February 15, 2016 •

Justice Court Clerk 
Supporting the Bench Track

Introduction to Court Clerk Position
Janet Smith and Jane Curtiss, NYSAMCC
9:00 – 10:15 a.m., Barrymore Room, 9th floor 

Fiscal Responsibility
Jackie Riccardi and Denise Cookingham, NYSAMCC
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Barrymore Room, 9th floor 

Criminal Procedure Law
Janet Smith and Jackie Riccardi, NYSAMCC
1:00 – 2:00 p.m., Barrymore Room, 9th floor

Web Domestic Violence System (DVS)
Tina Richburg, Office of Court Administration and Dawn 
Marie Klingner, NYSAMCC
2:00 – 3:00 p.m., Barrymore Room, 9th floor 

Small Claims/Civil
Adrienne Foederer, Esq., Office of Court Administration 
and Annie Raskoskie, NYSAMCC
3:15 – 4:30 p.m., Barrymore Room, 9th floor 

Justice Court Clerk
Advanced Track

Preparing for an Audit
Julie Gansle and Gillian Koerner, NYSAMCC
9:00 – 10:15 a.m., Cantor/Jolson rooms, 9th floor 

Vehicle and Traffic Motions
Hon. David Dellehunt, Office of Court Administration, 
Susan Bauman, Office of Court Administration and 
Annie Raskoskie, NYSAMCC
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Cantor/Jolson rooms, 9th floor 

Who Are You Going to Call?
Susan Bauman, Office of Court Administration and 
Jane Curtiss, NYSAMCC
1:00 – 2:00 p.m., Cantor/Jolson rooms, 9th floor

Jury Trials*
Gillian Koerner and Denise Cookingham, NYSAMCC
2:00 – 3:00 p.m., Cantor/Jolson rooms, 9th floor 

*This session is eligible for Certified Town 
Official credit in the Justice/Courts area.

Forms
Julie Gansle and Gillian Koerner, NYSAMCC
3:15 – 4:30 p.m., Cantor/Jolson rooms, 9th floor 

Justice Core A Track

Ask the Resource Center
Hon. Nancy M. Sunukjian, Director, OJCS; Anthony C. 
Rossi, Supervising Counsel, OJCS; and Al Chapleau, 
Asst. Professor of Criminal Justice, College of St. Rose
9:00 – 10:00 a.m., Marquis Ballroom A/B, 9th floor

Ignition Interlock Device Violations
Hon. Michael Yavinsky, Supervising Judge, Kings Co. 
Criminal Court and Joseph McCormack, Assistant 
District Attorney, Bronx County
10:00 – 11:00 a.m., Marquis Ballroom A/B, 9th floor

Justice Courts Emergency Powers To Issue Ex-Parte 
Orders of Protection Pursuant To CPL § 530.12(3-A)
Ellen Schell, Esq., Counsel for the Office for the 
Prevention of Domestic Violence
11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom A/B, 9th floor 

Warranty of Habitability for Landlord/Tenant Matters
Hon. Kevin McArdle, Martinsburg Town Justice
1:15 – 2:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom A/B, 9th floor

Fiscal Responsibility
Anthony C. Rossi, Supervising Counsel, OJCS and 
Matthew Post, Sr., Internal Auditor, OCA
2:15 – 3:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom A/B, 9th floor

Ethics Update I
Laura Smith, Esq., Chief Counsel, Advisory Committee 
on Judicial Ethics and Hon. Edward Borrelli, Court 
Attorney Referee, OCA
3:30 – 4:30 p.m., Marquis Ballroom A/B, 9th floor

Assessment for Core A
Open Book Format
4:30 – 5:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom A/B, 9th floor

Justice Core B Track

Dangerous Dogs
Stacy Wolf, Esq., Senior Vice President, Animal Anti-
Cruelty Group, ASPCA
9:00 – 10:00 a.m., Marquis Ballroom C, 9th floor
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Sovereign Citizens
Anthony C. Rossi, Supervising Counsel, OJCS and Lt. 
Robert Foster, Field Intelligence Officer, New York State 
Courts & NYPD Counter Terrorism Liaison
10:00 – 11:00 a.m., Marquis Ballroom C, 9th floor 

Judicial Opinion Writing
Wayne Witherwax, Principal Law Clerk to Acting 
Supreme Court Justice Stephen L. Greller, Dutchess 
County
11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom C, 9th floor 

Dismissal in the Interests of Justice
Al Chapleau, Asst. Professor of Criminal Justice, 
College of St. Rose; Anthony C. Rossi, Supervising 
Counsel, OJCS; and Adrienne Foederer, Associate 
Counsel, OJCS
1:15 – 2:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom C, 9th floor 

Ethics Update II
Laura Smith, Esq., Chief Counsel, Advisory Committee 
on Judicial Ethics and Hon. Edward Borrelli, Court 
Attorney Referee, OCA
2:15 – 3:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom C, 9th floor

Chemical Test Instrumentation
Monique Magwood, Judicial Outreach Liaison, OJCS; 
Diane Turo, Esq., Associate Counsel, OJCS; and Al 
Chapleau, Asst. Professor of Criminal Justice, College 
of St. Rose
3:30 – 4:30 p.m., Marquis Ballroom C, 9th floor

Assessment for Core B
Open Book Format
4:30 – 5:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom C, 9th floor

• Tuesday, February 16, 2016 •

Justice Court Clerk 
Supporting the Bench Track

Criminal Disposition Reporting (CDR)
Tina Richburg, Office of Court Administration and Janet 
Smith, NYSAMCC
9:00 – 10:15 a.m., Barrymore Room, 9th floor

Communications
Susan Bauman, Office of Court Administration and 
Annie Raskoskie, NYSAMCC
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Barrymore Room, 9th floor

E-Justice
Bill O’Connor, Division of Criminal Justice Services and 
Dawn Marie Klingner, NYSAMCC
1:00 – 2:00 p.m., Barrymore Room, 9th floor

Traffic Safety Law Enforcement and Disposition 
(TSLED) System
Bill Leonardo, Department of Motor Vehicles and Julie 
Gansle, NYSAMCC
2:00 – 3:00 p.m., Barrymore Room, 9th floor

Managing Court Records
Kate Breen, Office of Court Administration and Janet 
Smith, NYSAMCC
3:15 – 4:15 p.m., Barrymore Room, 9th floor

Justice Court Clerk Advanced Track

Environmental Conservation
Liza Bobseine, Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
and Dawn Marie Klingner, NYSAMCC 
9:00 – 10:15 a.m., Cantor/Jolson rooms, 9th floor

Traffic Safety Law Enforcement and Disposition 
(TSLED) System
Bill Leonardo, Department of Motor Vehicles and Julie 
Gansle, NYSAMCC
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Cantor/Jolson rooms, 9th floor

Web Domestic Violence System (DVS)
Tina Richburg, Office of Court Administration and Julie 
Gansle, NYSAMCC
1:00 – 2:00 p.m., Cantor/Jolson rooms, 9th floor

Department of Motor Vehicles
Christine Legorius, Department of Motor Vehicles and 
Denise Cookingham, NYSAMCC
2:00 – 3:00 p.m., Cantor/Jolson rooms, 9th floor

What’s New at the Office of Court Administration?
Adrienne Foederer, Esq., Office of Court Administration
3:15 – 4:15 p.m., Cantor/Jolson rooms, 9th floor

Justice Core A Track

Fiscal Responsibility
Anthony C. Rossi, Supervising Counsel, OJCS and 
Matthew Post, Sr., Internal Auditor, OCA
9:00 – 10:00 a.m., Marquis Ballroom A/B, 9th floor
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Justices & Court Clerks / tuesday

Ignition Interlock Device Violations
Hon. Michael Yavinsky, Supervising Judge, Kings Co. 
Criminal Court and Joseph McCormack, Assistant 
District Attorney, Bronx County
10:00 – 11:00 a.m., Marquis Ballroom A/B, 9th floor

Justice Courts Emergency Powers to Issue Ex-Parte 
Orders of Protection Pursuant to CPL § 530.12(3-A)
Ellen Schell, Esq., Counsel for the Office for the 
Prevention of Domestic Violence
11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom A/B, 9th floor

Warranty of Habitability for Landlord/Tenant Matters
Hon. Kevin McArdle, Martinsburg Town Justice
1:15 – 2:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom A/B, 9th floor

Ask the Resource Center
Hon. Nancy M. Sunukjian, Director, OJCS; Anthony C. 
Rossi, Supervising Counsel, OJCS; and Al Chapleau, 
Asst. Professor of Criminal Justice, College of St. Rose
2:15 – 3:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom A/B, 9th floor

Ethics Update I
Laura Smith, Esq., Chief Counsel, Advisory Committee 
on Judicial Ethics and Hon. Edward Borrelli, Court 
Attorney Referee, OCA
3:30 – 4:30 p.m., Marquis Ballroom A/B, 9th floor

Assessment for Core A
Open Book Format
4:30 – 5:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom A/B, 9th floor

Justice Core B Track

Dangerous Dogs
Stacy Wolf, Esq., Senior Vice President, Animal Anti-
Cruelty Group, ASPCA
9:00 – 10:00 a.m., Marquis Ballroom C, 9th floor

Sovereign Citizens
Anthony C. Rossi, Supervising Counsel, OJCS and Lt. 
Robert Foster, Field Intelligence Officer, New York State 
Courts & NYPD Counter Terrorism Liaison
10:00 – 11:00 a.m., Marquis Ballroom C, 9th floor

Judicial Opinion Writing
Wayne Witherwax, Principal Law Clerk to Acting 
Supreme Court Justice Stephen L. Greller, Dutchess 
County
11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom C, 9th floor

Dismissal in the Interests of Justice
Al Chapleau, Asst. Professor of Criminal Justice, 
College of St. Rose; Anthony C. Rossi, Supervising 
Counsel; and Adrienne A. Foederer, Associate Counsel, 
OJCS
1:15 – 2:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom C, 9th floor

Ethics Update II
Laura Smith, Esq., Chief Counsel, Advisory Committee 
on Judicial Ethics and Hon. Edward Borrelli, Court 
Attorney Referee, OCA
2:15 – 3:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom C, 9th floor

Chemical Test Instrumentation
Monique Magwood, Judicial Outreach Liaison, OJCS, 
Diane Turo, Esq., Associate Counsel, OJCS and Al 
Chapleau, Asst. Professor of Criminal Justice, College 
of St. Rose
3:30 – 4:30 p.m., Marquis Ballroom C, 9th floor

Assessment for Core B
Open Book Format
4:30 – 5:15 p.m., Marquis Ballroom C, 9th floor


